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Contributing to a Thriving Arlington



The Arlington Tomorrow Foundation contributes to a thriving 
Arlington by supporting the diverse needs of our people and 
enhancing the natural surroundings and lifestyle of our city.

Our Mission



Mission statements are bold, lofty aspirations 
intended to inform long-term planning.  Truth 
be told, they often remain little more than ink 

on paper, grand ideas abandoned to the realities of daily 
operations.

Not so for the Arlington Tomorrow Foundation.  Our mission 
statement provides a true north for our work, a guide that 
keeps us squarely focused on supporting the diverse needs of 
Arlington’s people and enhancing our natural surroundings 
and lifestyle. 

But how to ensure the Foundation can meet these needs 
five, ten, twenty years from now?  With that question 
in mind, the Board of Directors in 2012 adopted the 
organization’s first independent investment policy to manage 
the Foundation’s $85 million endowment.  Separating the 
Foundation’s investment policy from the city’s allowed us 
to adopt a moderate growth strategy.  It’s a steady-hand 
approach that ensures the endowment provides adequate 
income to meet the granting needs of the Foundation today 
while also building a permanent corpus for the Foundation to 
exist in perpetuity. 

2012 marked the fifth anniversary of the Arlington Tomorrow 
Foundation, young by charitable organization standards, but 
a milestone nonetheless.  With a sound investment strategy 
in place, we’re confident the Foundation will be contributing 
to a thriving Arlington for years to come.  

Kathryn Wilemon, Past President, 2011-2012
Tom Cravens, President, 2012-2013



Judging solely by the numbers, it’s easy to agree that the 
Arlington Tomorrow Foundation has positively affected 
our community since its establishment just five years 

ago.  In that time, the Foundation has awarded 259 grants 
worth $7.4 million.  

The numbers don’t tell the full story, though.  Not even close.  

We don’t measure the success of the Foundation in dollars, 
but rather in how well we’re able to support organizations 
striving to create a more livable, enjoyable city.  And on 
that front, I’m pleased to report we’re doing quite well. 
For five years now, the Foundation has come alongside 
Arlington organizations that are passionately addressing the 
diverse needs of our people, carefully tending to our natural 
surroundings, and enthusiastically enriching our community 
through culture and leisure.  



It’s an honor to support organizations that benefit our city in 
ways small and big, year in and year out.  In 2012 alone, we 
awarded 55 grants worth $1.5 million to help fund a widely 
diverse portfolio of programs and services. I invite you to 
read about a handful of them on the pages the follow, and 
you can view a complete listing on the Foundation website.

Thank you for your interest in the Arlington Tomorrow 
Foundation.  Know that this Foundation – your Foundation – 
is working each day to contribute to a thriving Arlington. 

Carolyn Mentesana
Executive Director

2007-2012 GIVING PORTFOLIO - $7.4 Million
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Environment 
    & Energy
 Conservation
We believe the actions we take today to conserve, improve 
and protect our natural resources will help safeguard 
Arlington for decades to come.  



Thousands of children spill out of school buses, camp 
buses and family vans at the Living Science Center in 
River Legacy Park each year.  They come to explore.  

They investigate the interdependence of plant and animal 
life.  They discuss how a forest changes from season to 
season.  They discover how life at the foot of a forest differs 
than that in the treetops. 

And to the degree that they grow to appreciate these things 
today, they become tomorrow’s stewards of our beloved 
Trinity River and its tributaries.

Through our 2012 grant, the Living Science Center in 2013 
will design and install new terrariums and aquariums, created 
to inspire hands-on learning for Arlington’s youth.



Preserving 
     Our History
We believe there is more to our city than what exists 
today, that there is more even than the promise of better 
tomorrows.  Within our city – our people, neighborhoods and 
public places – are the footprints of those who came before 
and the echoes of events that shaped and molded Arlington 
into what it is today.  It’s a history – our history – worthy of 
tender preservation. 

Letters penned from 
the front lines.  Worn 
photographs of young 

soldiers.  A purple heart 
medal.  These artifacts bear 
witness to the more than 340 
Arlington men who served 
in World War II.  With a 
Foundation grant, the Fielder 
House Museum honored our 
past by creating a display 
at the Central Library to 
carefully exhibit these and 
other historical items. 





Beautification
It’s one of those indisputable truths that our surroundings 
affect our heart and mind, for better or for worse.  When a 
community values beautification, it’s not simply nourishing 
the vegetation.  It’s nourishing everyone living within that 
community.  We support organizations that incorporate 
visual beauty into public spaces.



Arlington High School 
graduated its first 
class of students 

– five girls – in 1905.  One 
hundred and seven years 
later, the tradition of “first 
here, best here” inspires 
youth to live up to their 
potential.  

The campus, of course, has 
continually evolved to meet 
the needs of students, faculty 
and parents.  Most recently, 
our grant to the Arlington 
High School PTA helped 

purchase a new electronic 
marquee.  The handsome 
new sign replaced the 
outdated one whose letters 
stubbornly resisted staying 
attached after years of use. 

Thanks to the new sign, 
everyone in Colt Country has 
another way to keep up with 
school news.



Parks & 
          Recreation

Photo by Bonnie Fielding



If it’s true that the lifestyle of a city reflects the values of 
its citizens, then it’s clear the people of our city value family 
time.  Take a drive through our communities on a Saturday 
afternoon and you’ll see families picnicking in parks, rooting 
on their children on the soccer field or cooling off in a local 
pool.  Because Arlington residents value family time, we 
support organizations that offer quality recreation, parks 
and leisure programs.

How best to describe Light Up Arlington? Purely on fact, 
it is Arlington’s annual fireworks display, funded largely 
through a Foundation grant.  It’s surely the city’s 

largest neighborhood block party.  Better yet, it’s a grand 
celebration of music, family, food and all things American. 
All of these descriptors work well enough, but they lack the 
spark and magic of this much-loved community gathering.

How best to describe Light Up Arlington?  Quite simply, it’s 
twenty-one minutes of heart-thumping oohh’s and aahh’s.





Libraries

Every life story bears 
great dignity.  Our grant 
to the Arlington Public 

Library has made it possible 
to capture life stories from 
more than 80 mothers and 
fathers in our community.  
Through a program called 
Stories to Our Children, local 
men and women wrote and 
published stories for their 
children about their own 
life experiences.  These 
professionally printed books 
honor family traditions, 
celebrate diverse cultures 
and serve as testimony to 
the power of reading to bring 
people together. 

Reading radically and magically transforms lives.  It opens 
doors of opportunity and doors of imagination.  Reading 
connects people to ideas, cultures and, most importantly, to 
each other.  We value the efforts of our public libraries to 
spark a passion for reading in our communities.



Animal 
     Services  

No one really knows where Sammy came from.  And 
it’s anyone’s guess how many nights he spent curled 
up alone.  But those days are gone now.  Carried to 

an adoption event in his own personal chariot – the City 
of Arlington’s Mobile Pet Adoption Unit purchased with a 
Foundation grant – Sammy found his forever family.  

The mobile unit not only makes it easy to match animals to 
new owners.  It also provides an efficient way to offer health 
services to pet owners in local neighborhoods.

As for Sammy, he doesn’t know any of that.  He’s just ready 
to play.

Animals enrich our lives by their very presence, effortlessly 
giving care and comfort, creating spontaneous moments 
of joy, and asking little in return.  Yet too often, they live 
in distress.  It is in their interest and our own to improve 
circumstances for our animal population.  We work with 
organizations whose programs benefit animals and promote 
responsible pet ownership.





Theatre and music, dance and visual arts.  Regardless of 
the form, arts quietly yet undeniably create more livable, 
enjoyable communities.  We demonstrate our support of the 
arts by targeting grants to organizations that ensure they 
flourish in Arlington.

Photo by Terry Ip



Through the autumn 
months, thousands of 
people made their way 

to the kelly green lawn of the 
Levitt Pavilion.  They came 
for one of 50 diverse musical 
performances of the 2012 
Fall World Music Series, a 
series supported through our 
grant.  After setting up chairs 
or spreading a blanket, they 
let the evenings unfold.  
Jazz bands got their toes 

tapping.  Acoustic guitars 
eased them into the night 
hours.  And it’s said that hot 
Latin rhythms made more 
than a few venture a new 
move.  

Whether they listened to 
melodies with eyes closed or 
rocked out with their own air 
guitar, they let music do what 
it does best:  move them.

Arts & Culture



Strengthening 
Youth & Families
Families thrive when children, youth and adults reach their 
full potential.  But families often require help – sometimes 
even benevolent intervention – to overcome emotional, 
educational, financial or health crises.  We place great value 
on organizations that help families thrive in the face of these 
challenges.

Cancer strains the 
ties among family 
members, sending 

even the strongest families 
into emotionally dark 
places.  Worse yet are those 
in financial distress.  A 
diagnosis of cancer in these 
families creates untenable 
choices between everyday 
necessities and medical 
treatment.  

Cancer Care Services 
provides help and hope 
to low-income cancer 
patients.  With our grant, 

the organization eased 
the burden of 90 families 
in need, providing cancer-
related medications 
and critically important 
nutritional beverage 
supplements.





Safe 
Neighborhoods
We are committed to creating better, safer communities for 
residents of Arlington.  To that end, we support organizations 
that celebrate civic responsibility and promote a sense of 
shared commitment to the common good.



Each one, reach one, teach one.  That’s the catchy rallying 
cry behind the Arlington Fire Department’s efforts to 
invest in the lives of the city’s youth.  In partnership 

with the Arlington Hispanic Firefighters Association, Tarrant 
County Community College and Arlington ISD, the firefighters 
have created the AISD High School Fire Academy, a worthy 
program supported by a Foundation grant.  

The Fire Academy offers area high school students the 
opportunity to receive college-level training in the latest 
emergency response techniques, including EMT training.  
Through the academy, the students gain the education, 
skills and self-confidence required to pursue a career in fire 
service. 





Strong 
Neighborhoods
People in strong neighborhoods care for each other, look 
out for each other.   To them, being a good neighbor isn’t an 
antiquated notion from a bye-gone era.  Rather, it is a deeply 
cherished value that keeps their communities healthy and 
vibrant.  We support organizations that strengthen Arlington 
neighborhoods.

Meals on Wheels delivers more than food to 
homebound elderly residents.  The organization 
delivers eyes and ears that watch out for the health 

and safety of this fragile population.  It delivers caring 
individuals who patiently listen to stories and converse with 
great interest about the day’s weather.  

With our grant, Meals on Wheels served an additional 3,500 
meals in Arlington in 2012.  More than roasted chicken and 
green beans, these deliveries served as 3,500 opportunities 
to demonstrate care and concern for our city’s elderly 
residents.



Did You Know
The Foundation contributes 
to a thriving Arlington by 
awarding grants in three 
broad categories:

People and Neighborhoods
Nature and Animals
Lifestyle, Leisure and Culture

Grants are awarded to 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
charitable organizations 
serving Arlington and City 
of Arlington departments.  
An organization operating 
without tax-exempt status 
may partner with an existing 
charity or City of Arlington 
department and jointly 
submit a grant application.

WhO CaN aPPLy
Visit the website to see 
if your project fits our 
guidelines and priorities.

Go online to submit a 
Letter of Inquiry. 

Submit a final application 
(by invitation only).

Full review and  
funding determination 
may take up to 5 
months (please plan 
accordingly).

1

2

3

4

hOW TO aPPLy

WheN TO aPPLy
Applications are accepted 
year-round.  There are no 
deadlines.  

•  
•  
•  

You can review complete information about Arlington 
Tomorrow Foundation grant history and financial 
management, including the Statement of Investment Policy 
adopted in 2012, on the foundation website at www.
arlingtonfoundation.org.

LeaRN  MORe



IN 2012 , the FouNdAtIoN AwArded 55 grANts 
worth $1.5 mILLIoN.

• Created in 2007 by Arlington City Council 

• $7.4 million contributed to 259 projects 

• Public charity serving Arlington exclusively 

• A segregated, permanent endowment - grants made from 

earnings on investments 

• Corpus grown from the City’s initial $26 million gift to 

more than $85 million in assets 

• Average annual giving = $1.1 million 

• Average grant size = $29,200

• Grants to charities = $4.3 million

• City Departments grants = $3.1 million

• Fiscal Year 2013 available funding = $1.5 million

QuICk FaCTs

2012 GIVING PORTFOLIO

$706

$554

$253

In Thousands

People and 
Neighborhoods

Lifestyle, Leisure 
and Culture

Nature and 
Animals



Safe Neighborhoods

CITY OF ARLINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fund training gear for the Arlington Fire Academy

$30,000

ARLINGTON SOUTHWEST LITTLE LEAGUE
Purchase automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) for Martin Luther King 
Sports Facility

$5,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Provide security lighting for Burl Wilkes Trail

$25,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Underwrite planning costs for a neighborhood park in High Oaks Terrace 
Neighborhood

$40,000

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF TARRANT COUNTY
Support program to help children stay in school

$10,000

HOPE TUTORING
Fund educational materials for tutoring programs targeting AISD students

$4,500

POSITIvE INFLUENCE – POPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DAD’S CLUB
Support project to purchase electronic marquee for Pope Elementary School

$15,000

SAFEHAvEN OF TARRANT COUNTY
Cover the cost of 3,000 hours of counseling for victims of domestic 
violence

$40,000

TRINITY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Help restore homes to low-income or disabled individuals

$25,000

Strengthening Youth & Families

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
Help launch the Faith-Based Partnership pilot

$10,000

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF ARLINGTON
Expand transportation capacity at 16 Title 1 schools

$26,000

2011-2012       
         Grants

PeoPLe & NeIghborhoods



CAMP FIRE USA FIRST TExAS COUNCIL
Expand Kith & Kim Program’s geographic area that serves low-income 
caregivers, families and parents

$5,000

CANCER CARE SERvICES
Provide cancer-related medications and nutritional supplements to 
cancer patients

$15,000

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF GREATER TARRANT COUNTY
Fund program at Webb Elementary to help children stay in school

$15,000

COMMUNITY PARTNERS OF TARRANT COUNTY INC.
Replenish on-site emergency pantry for the Department of Family and 
Protective Services

$4,000

GREEN OAKS SCHOOL
Provide capital campaign funds for a new facility

$30,000

WOMEN’S HEART – GRACE AFTER FIRE
Funds for Protect-Connect-Renew Women veterans Retreat

$10,000

YMCA OF ARLINGTON
Fund Cooper YMCA Outdoor Center

$20,000

Strong Neighborhoods

ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB
Fund building of a new concession stand, a primary fund-raiser for youth 
groups

$20,000

BUILDERS CLUB JAMES COBLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Provide materials for outdoor classroom

$6,000

HIGHER EDUCATION SERvICING CORPORATION
Underwrite expenses for College Ready GO Centers that help low-
income residents access higher education

$25,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON DEvELOPMENT & PLANNING
Offset costs for Ride2Work, a transportation service for low-income 
individuals

$30,000

MEALS ON WHEELS
Fund delivery of nutritionally balanced meals to elderly or disabled 
residents

$30,000

PARKvIEW ADDITION COMMUNITY
Fund expenses for design and installation of garden and gazebo at 
Parkview Community Garden Park

$6,000

THEATRE ARLINGTON
Financial support for Adults and Children’s Theatre School

$10,000

YWCA FORT WORTH AND TARRANT COUNTY
Capital support for outdoor play space for a child development center

$25,000



Arts & Culture

CATS (CREATIvE ARTS THEATRE & SCHOOL)
Underwrite 41 performances for the 2011-2012 Spotlight Series

$4,000

FRIENDS OF THE LEvITT PAvILION ARLINGTON
Support for the 2012 Fall World Music Series

$10,000

SYMPHONY ARLINGTON
Donation to the Conversations with Music program

$4,650

vIETNAMESE NATIONAL COMMUNITY OF GREATER FW
Funding for the Tet 2012 Festival

$1,000

Beautification

ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL PTA
Replace aging signage with state-of-the-art marquee

$20,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS & RECREATION
Replace a park entry sign

$4,980

CITY OF ARLINGTON POLICE
Support “It’s Our School” Family Clean-Up Day

$12,000

Historic Preservation

CITY OF ARLINGTON DEvELOPMENT & PLANNING
Underwrite expenses for three local historical markers

$15,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS & RECREATION
Support development of master plan for Blackland Prairie Natural Area

$13,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON LIBRARY SYSTEM
Fund cataloging of 100+ WWII artifacts

$3,000

Libraries

CITY OF ARLINGTON LIBRARY SYSTEM
Expand children’s collection at East Branch

$15,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON LIBRARY SYSTEM
Purchase videoconferencing equipment at Central Library

$15,765

CITY OF ARLINGTON LIBRARY SYSTEM
Fund Stories to Our Children program for 80 families

$14,140

CITY OF ARLINGTON LIBRARY SYSTEM
Purchase new furnishings and renovations for Woodland West Branch

$16,500

LIFestyLe, LeIsure & CuLture



Animal Services

CITY OF ARLINGTON CODE COMPLIANCE
Fund mobile pet adoption unit

$125,000

FRIENDS OF ARLINGTON ANIMAL SERvICES
Fund training and supplies for FAAS volunteers

$1,200

Environment & Energy Conservation

CITY OF ARLINGTON DEvELOPMENT & PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Offset costs for Ride2Work, a transportation service for low-income 
individuals

$20,000

EARTH FORCE
Capital support to underwrite the Green Rivers Environmental Education 
Network program at the General Motors Outdoor Learning Center

$30,000

OAKRIDGE SCHOOL
Support the school’s community recycling program

$2,000

RIvER LEGACY FOUNDATION
Underwrite renovation of the facility’s exhibits 

$70,000

Parks & Recreation

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Underwrite “Light Up Arlington” July Fourth celebration

$30,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Replace aging signage at six parks and facilities

$59,290

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Enroll almost 800 low-income children in the Build-a-Dream Camp Pro-
gramming 

$50,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Purchase 1,400 trees to help provide natural canopy for the city 

$40,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Funding for capital improvements to vandergriff Park playground

$125,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Fund water well at Meadowbrook Golf Course to advance water conser-
vation by providing full irrigation for course

$75,000

CITY OF ARLINGTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
Provide trees, benches, shading structure for H.A.D. Dunsworth Park im-
provements

$30,000

NAture & ANImALs



Vision
The Arlington Tomorrow Foundation was created to ensure 

financial resources which are acquired from the City’s natural 
gas drilling activities today benefit Arlington and its citizens 

for generations to come.

Board  
Members

Tom Cravens – President
Lana Wolff – vice President
Jimmy Bennett – Treasurer
Michael Glaspie – Secretary

James D. Spaniolo – Member At Large
Trey Yelverton – Ex Officio Member

PO Box 90231 MS 01-0370
Arlington, Texas 76004-3231

Office:  817-459-6419
Fax: 817-459-6116

arlingtonfoundation.org
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