
Bad Königshofen

“The town itself was the quaintest, 
most precious place I think I’ve 
ever been. Quite different from 
Arlington,” said Martin High School 
student McKenzie Karickhoff.  
Upon arrival at Arlington’s Sister 
City, her host student greeted 
her with a “Howdy!” and an 
expectation of cowboy boots.

Pictured below are Samantha 
Harrington and the Reichardt 
brothers, Austin, Justin and Eric. 
These four MHS students were 
part of this summer’s Sister City 
trip, and they carried the Bad 
Königshofen banner at Arlington’s 
2015 Fourth of July parade. 
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Martin High School
Under the direction of just-retired 
history teacher Juliann Warner, 
10 students from Martin High 
School left June 15 for a two-
day flight/10-day visit to France, 
Switzerland and Germany that 
included Bad Königshofen  
(Arlington’s Sister City since 1951) 
and Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
(Arlington’s Christkindl partner). 

Pictured left to right: Landry Smith, 
McKenzie Karickhoff, Samantha 
Harrington, Austin Reichardt, 
Sarah Carroll, Katie Livingston, 
Emily Cox, Eric Reichardt, Justin 
Reichardt and Bailey Moore. 

Warner said, “I wanted to do this 
trip one more time with students,” 
because I believe it’s important not 
just connecting adults to our Sister 
City, but involving youth.” 
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Camp Kitsu

Going on fishing trips once or 
twice a week with full bragging 
rights is just one of the perks 
at Camp Kitsu. Lake Arlington 
in the Richard Simpson Park 
is the site of the summertime 
outdoor adventures. From June 
15 through August 14, the Parks 
and Recreation department 
offers weeklong camps to hone 
outdoor skills and learn about 
conservation for ages 5-12.

“Every day is a new adventure 
at Camp Kitsu,” said Camp 
Director Nolan Dombrowski. “I 
loved seeing new campers and 
returning campers learn new 
skills, get dirty and build the 
coolest forts I’ve ever seen.”

Field trips include horseback 
riding and excursions to the 
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center in 
Glen Rose, the Pirate’s Cove 
at Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park 
in Burleson, Rebounderz in 
Hurst, Dynorock in Arlington, 
Hawaiian Falls in Dallas,  the 
Dallas Aquarium and the Perot 
Museum. 

Campers also get to enjoy 
swimming, canoeing, archery, 
nature crafts and build forts.

Updates
AISD Fire Academy
Through spring 2015, four AISD Fire 
Academy graduates have been hired 
by the Arlington Fire Department 
(AFD). 

Austin Dellasega, UT-Arlington, 
Blake Cretsinger, Tarrant County 
College fire degree program, Josh 
Berkley, who plans to enroll at TCC 
in fall 2015 or spring 2016, and Brent 
Bousquet, who says, “The training 
I received going through the AISD 
Fire Academy has had a tremendous 
impact on my career. The Academy 
not only gave me the tools necessary 
to become a firefighter, but it also 
prepared and matured me at a young 
age past the point of a normal high 
school student, which is needed to 
become a firefighter.”

Two new candidates, Brandon Russ 
and Chris Prendergast, entered the 
Academy on April 27, 2015.  Both 
have plans to attend the TCC fire 
program upon completion of their 
probationary period, approximately 
10 months from fire school entry.

For students to become members 
of the AFD, they must complete 
the same testing and hiring 
process as any other recruit.

“We encourage the pursuit 
of college education for all 
firefighters,” says Fire Chief Don 
Crowson. “We tell them if they 
want to promote in the future, 
they need to get serious about 
their education today.”

College education gains bonus 
points in the AFD’s promotional 
process by raising the score of 
candidates with education or 
degrees.

“The AISD Fire Academy provided 
a strong foundation of unique 
knowledge and skills that I use 
currently in the fire department,” 
says fire fighter Dellasega (pictured 
below with Lt. Bryan Barber and 
Lt. Rob Constantine). “In addition 
to the fire and EMS skills, I 
learned about teamwork, duty, 
professionalism and many other 
qualities that help me not only at 
work, but also in life.”

https://naturallyfun.org/
https://naturallyfun.org/
http://www.arlington-tx.gov/fire/programs-initiative/aisd-fire-academy/
http://www.arlington-tx.gov/fire/programs-initiative/aisd-fire-academy/


Take 25 Program
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 25 National Missing 
Children’s Day. The focus of this nationally recognized program is for law-
enforcement officers, families, educators and trusted adults to take 25 
minutes and talk with children about safety. Pictured above is Police Chief 
Will Johnson speaking to students at AISD’s Ousley Elementary School. 

The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) began the 
initiative after Etan Patz disappeared from a New York street corner on his 
way to school.  

Highlights
AISD Police Academy
Martin High School student Ryan Stalcup and Sam Houston High School 
student Amanda Goebert (pictured right) receive defensive tactics training 
from Sgt. Kris Caldwell of the Arlington Police Department (APD). 
Students also learn about topics such as procedural justice, crime scene, 
K9 operations and DWIs as well as observe current academy recruits 
participating in scenario training.

The one-year program, which began August 2014, has 21 students and 
25 are enrolled for fall 2015. It is a collaborative effort between AISD, the 
University of Texas at Arlington and APD. Participants earn credit toward 
a justice degree at the university, and will receive preferred application 
status and an interview with APD upon graduation from UT-Arlington.

Calling the American Dream City Home
As part of the Council priorities, various City departments partner with 
educational institutions, businesses and nonprofits on an ongoing basis 
to build relationships and encourage students to choose Arlington as 
their home after graduation. Community Development & Planning, Fire, 
Management Resources, Parks & Recreation, Police and Water Utilities are 
some of the departments with intern programs.

Department Programs
•	 CD&P – 34 UT-Arlington students 

(since 2009); 1 currently works at COA

•	 Fire – 40 graduates in AISD Fire 
Academy (since 2011); 4 currently 
work at COA

•	 MR – 26 (since 2003); 2 currently 
work at COA & 2 freelance for 
Communications

•	 P&R – 8-10 high school & 12-15 college 
students (since 2010); 1 currently 
works at COA

•	 Police – 21 in AISD Police Academy 
(since fall 2014); 8 in department (since 
2015)

•	 Water – 20 interns (since 2010); 2.5 
currently work at COA

“
”

“Summer Reading Club 
encourages children to 

read for pleasure over the 
summer months, which will 
maintain or in many cases 

improve reading levels, 
vocabulary development 

and a general love of  
reading.” 

Cary Siegfried
Director of  Libraries

Be a part of the conversation on 
social media @CityOfArlington: 

#SupportQualityEducation

http://www.arlington-tx.gov/police/


Never heard of it? At least 591 
comic, anime and science fiction 
enthusiasts did! 

They gathered at the University 
of Texas at Arlington on June 20, 
2015, for the first-ever Arlington 
version of Comic-Con®, the 
international comic/pop culture 
phenomenon.

ArlingCon was hosted by the 
Arlington Public Library (APL), 
the UT-Arlington Library, and 
Wild West Comics and Games. 

Designed to attract young 
adults, the one-day event 
included workshops, local artist 
appearances, a cosplay runway, a 
screening of the movie Guardian 
of the Galaxy, virtual reality 
simulations by UT-Arlington 
Library’s FABLAB and more. Comic 
store manager Wesley Farnsworth 
says this event puts Arlington in 
the world of comics.

“It has its niche now in the 
superhero saga,” says Deanne 
Jones, an APL volunteer.

Summer Reading Club

Superheros have taken over 
Arlington this summer.  

Handing out book bags—wow! 
Covering bookshelves—bam! 
Playing video games—pow! 

Leaping tall buildings being 
demolished—in a single bound!

The program runs June 1 through 
July 31. As of July 14, here are the 
www.SRC.org super stats by all 
participants:

•	 7,422 activities completed 

•	 14,653 books completed 

•	 36,874 hours read

ArlingCon

Many enthusiastic guests came 
in costume. In full Batman attire, 
teenager Waaiz Khan (pictured 
above) attended with his parents. 
His mom, Haniya Khan, said 
she enjoyed the family-friendly 
atmosphere, and the event gave 
her and her family a good look at 
UT-Arlington.
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http://www.comic-con.org/
http://www.arlingtonlibrary.org/
http://library.uta.edu/
http://www.wildwestcomics.com/arlington
http://mysrc.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/personalcreations/15052538096/in/album-72157646749237118/
http://www.personalcreations.com

