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Arlington is the 50th largest city in the United States and is located in the center 
of the Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington metropolitan area.  Arlington is the American 
Dream City. We are home to the Dallas Cowboys, the Texas Rangers, General 
Motors, Six Flags Over Texas and a host of global, domestic and family-owned 
businesses. The American pride in our culturally-diverse citizens is undeniable.

As a general policy, the City of Arlington seeks to preserve its current authority to 
govern the city, its citizens, and its property.  

The City will support 
initiatives that: 

n Eliminate or reduce the impact 
of unfunded mandates

n Preserve local control over 
municipal revenue streams 

n Maintain and enhance support 
for core local government 
programs

The City will form strategic partnerships with cities, political subdivisions, and 
private sector entities that share common goals with the City of Arlington.  
Additionally, the City will work in coordination with organizations such as the 
National League of Cities and the U.S. Conference of Mayors when their adopted 
positions are in line with the legislative objectives and goals of the City.  The 
formation of strategic partnerships and coordinated efforts is intended to provide 
the City with a stronger presence in the legislative process.  

Transportation

Finance

Public Safety

Core Local Government 
Grant Programs 

Telecommunications

(Back row left to right) Robert 

Shepard, District 6, At-Large;  Jimmy 

Bennett, District 7, At-Large;  Robert 

Rivera, District 3;  Robert N. Cluck, 

Mayor;  Kathryn Wilemon, District 4;  

Michael Glaspie, District 8, At-Large;  

Charlie Parker, District 1.  (Front row 

left to right) Lana Wolff, District 5;  

Sheri  Capehart, District 2.

The City will oppose any 
legislation or regulation that: 

n Is contrary to the health, safety and 
welfare of residents

n Is detrimental to the City’s strategic goals

n Mandates increased costs or loss of 
revenues

n Diminishes the City’s fundamental 
authority
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Arlington is an active participant in the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments Regional Transportation 
Council (RTC). In cooperation with its partners on the 
RTC, the City has played a leading role in helping shape 
the transportation plan and broader transportation vision 
for North Central Texas. In addition, the Arlington City 
Council has set several overarching priorities for the City, 
including Enhancing Regional Mobility, with a view to 
creating a multimodal regional transportation system that 
seamlessly moves people and goods through North Central 
Texas. Regional connectivity is a high priority for Arlington 
because it helps feed both the tourism and commercial 
markets within the city.

The City will support legislation that 
advances the Council priority to 
enhance regional mobility, including:

- Efforts to provide and expand a 
seamless regional transit 
system that includes high 
speed rail.

- Re-authorization of MAP-
21 that would maintain 
or expand funding to 
metropolitan areas for 
planning, infrastructure 
improvements, and 
transportation alternatives.

- Dedicated funding for Handitran operations. The City will 
focus on seeking implementation of the Section 5310 
Program in a manner that maximizes regional and local 
flexibility and ensures that Handitran has the operational 
funds it needs to continue connecting elderly and 
disabled Arlington residents to jobs and services. The City 
also will work to advocate for Congress to once again 
allow a portion of Section 5307 funds to be used to cover 
the operating costs of small, demand response transit 
providers in large urbanized areas. 

- Congressional action 
that specifically includes 
maintaining funding for 
the Airport Improvement 
Program and the Contract 
Tower Program, which 
are vital to sustaining 
the economic vitality of 
Arlington. The City has 
actively worked with its 

delegation to ensure dedicated funding continues.  Both 
programs support safe operations in reliever airports, 
like Arlington, and demonstrate significant cost benefits 
for the Federal Aviation Administration and the airport.  
Continued funding is critical for the airport to be an 
engine of economic development for the Dallas-Fort 
Worth-Arlington Metroplex and meet the demand for 
quality aviation services.

 

Transportation

As part of its priority policy to enhance regional mobility, the City 
Council allocated funding for a two-year pilot program, a public-
private initiative, to connect Downtown Arlington to the Trinity 
Railway Express (TRE). Called the Metro ArlingtonXPress, or the 
MAX, this service is providing an express bus service between the 
Trinity Railway Express (TRE) CentrePort station and the College 
Park stop located at the University of Texas at Arlington. The City 
has contracted with the Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and 
the Fort Worth Transportation Authority (The T) to operate and 
maintain the service.

Handitran is 
a demand 
response 
transit service 
that provides 
elderly and 
disabled 
Arlington 
residents with 

door-
to-door 

transportation. The agency regularly provides over 500 trips per 
day to any location in Arlington, including rides to fixed-route rail 
and bus transit stations of DART and The T. Arlington generally 
lacks fixed-route transit service, making the transportation 
provided by Handitran a vital connection for its riders.
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Municipal Bond Tax Status 
Like other local governments, Arlington holds the primary responsibility for 
building, renovating, and maintaining streets, water, sewer and storm water 
systems that are critical to the economy, public safety and public health. The 
primary tool that the City and other local governments rely on to finance core 
infrastructure and neighborhood amenities is tax-exempt municipal bonds. 
Legislative proposals to cap or eliminate the tax exemption for municipal 
bonds would increase borrowing costs for local governments by as much as 
42% according to a recent Government Finance Officers Association study. 
Without the tax exemption, local governments will face the choice of delaying 
basic infrastructure improvements or increasing debt levels significantly.

Marketplace Fairness Act 
Under the current system, online retailers do not have to charge sales tax 
unless they have a nexus of business in the taxing entity’s jurisdiction.  The 
growth of online commerce has tilted the playing field against businesses. 
The City supports legislation that would authorize states to collect sales and 
use taxes from out-of-state remote retailers. By requiring remote vendors to 
remit taxes just as local businesses do, the legislation would remove the unfair 
advantage for e-retailers and provide critical tax revenue for state and local 
governments. This legislation will not impose a new tax; it will merely improve 
compliance with a tax of long standing that is the backbone of state and local 
government in the state. In 2012, Texas lost an estimated $870 million and 
Arlington $3 million in uncollected revenue, according to a National League 
of Cities study.

Public Safety
National Public Safety Broadband Network (D-Block)
Deployment of a Long Term Evolution (LTE) network in Arlington will be an 
expensive undertaking. Congress has dedicated funding from spectrum 
auctions to help build out the National Public Safety Broadband Network 
which will enable first responders and public safety officials to communicate 
with one another both within and across jurisdictions, but additional funding 
will be needed. The First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) will hold the 
license for, build, manage and operate the network. The City urges FirstNet to 
release preliminary and ongoing guidance on the direction FirstNet is going 
in their design. The City also encourages FirstNet to actively include local 
participation in the development and management of the network and States 
to include local officials as they develop their state plans.
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911 Technology
Text-to-911 is the ability to send a text message to reach 
911 emergency call takers from a mobile phone or device. 
Text-to-911 is currently only available in certain markets 
where 911 call centers, also known as Public Safety 
Answering Points (PSAPs), have the capacity and resources 
to accept emergency text messages from the public.  
While the City recognizes the possibilities of text-to-911 
and supports the use of next generation technology as 
a complement to, not a substitute for, existing voice-
based 911 services, it is imperative for national standards 
to be established and developed in collaboration with 
first-responders in order to insure its effective use. In 
addition, the City supports legislation to provide federal 
funding for the implementation and management of a 
Next Generation (NG) 911 systems.  The build out and 
deployment of a NG-based 911 system would require the 
City to purchase updated technology infrastructure and 
software and hire additional personnel which would cost 
millions of dollars and most likely lead to increased user 
fees and costs for local governments and taxpayers.   

Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) 
The Arlington Police Department has approval from the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to fly two small 
battery-operated, remotely-controlled helicopters which 
it purchased with federal grant funds after two years of 
planning and training. This additional tool is one of many 
public safety options available to police officers in the 
ongoing effort to keep Arlington residents and visitors safe. 

sUAS can be used for a variety of public safety applications 
such as finding missing persons, clearing major traffic 
crashes more quickly, assessing damages and losses from 
natural disasters like floods and tornadoes, and taking 
forensic photographs of complex crime scenes. The 
remotely-piloted helicopters are not to be used in car 
pursuits, to issue traffic citations, to carry weapons, or for 
routine patrols and surveillance. 

Maintaining an individual’s privacy and protecting the civil 
liberties of all persons are of paramount importance to 
the APD, which is bound by federal law and state laws that 
direct the use of aircraft  of all types and sizes. Case law 
that applies to manned-aircraft used in many urban police 
departments across the country is the same case law that 
applies to these small, unmanned systems. Both statutory 
law and case law dictate when search warrants must be 
obtained and provides limits on the use of technology by 
law enforcement to investigate suspected criminal activity 
in our community. 

APD’s authorization from the FAA only permits operations 
within the city limits and not over crowds, during daylight 
hours, within sight of the operator, no more than 400 
feet above ground level, and with a safety observer who 
maintains vigilance during operations for any low flying 
aircraft that might enter the airspace being occupied by the 
small, remotely piloted aircraft.  In order to be responsive 
to emergencies, it is imperative that any new legislation or 
FAA rules related to UAS operations by law enforcement 
allow for immediate deployment of any small UAS (under 
25 lbs) in coordination with area air traffic control towers 
without special authorization from the FAA for each flight.

Arlington recognizes the value of remote-control (RC) 
aircraft for community recreation and the importance of 
RC hobbyists to the local economy. As new technologies 
draw an increasing number of hobbyists of all ages, there 
is a growing concern for public safety. Arlington has 
experienced instances in which individuals are flying hobby 
aircraft over sports stadiums in the city or other safety 
sensitive locations. The City supports legislation to educate 
and provide guidance to the RC hobbyists on the safe use 
of small unmanned aircraft systems in public spaces.



Core Local Government Grant Programs 
Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI)

Core Local Government Grant Programs
FY10-FY14 Allocations
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In the Dallas/Fort Worth/Arlington Urban Area (DFWA UA), funding from 
UASI has been effective in improving regional coordination and planning, 
increasing intelligence and information sharing, helping to achieve radio 
interoperability for first responders, and enhancing specialized response 
teams. The success of UASI funding is evidenced in operations surrounding 
planned events such as Super Bowl XLV, as well as unplanned events such as 
shelter operations during the evacuations for Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, 
and Ike. The bottom line is that UASI funding has allowed the DFWA UA to 
improve its ability to prevent, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks 
and other disasters.

Arlington’s Entertainment District has been acknowledged by Arlington 
public safety officials, the Department of Homeland Security and the Texas 
Department of Public Safety as one of Texas’s most appealing terrorist 
targets due to its multiple high-value targets in close proximity, high volume 
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Local Government Grant Programs 
FY2010-2014 Allocations

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY 14

CDBG $3,441,590 $2,876,360 $2,880,614 $2,959,380 $2,966,899 

HOME $1,515,730 $1,341,736 $917,472 $897,250 $931,285 

Homeless Assistance $139,727 $217,864 $249,085 $210,149 $240,416 

Housing Assistance* $27,494,883 $29,164,125 $28,018,258 $28,836,331 $28,316,736 

VISTA $12,756 $12,776 $12,776 $13,236 $25,550 

PEG $54,704 $702,258 $723,883 $729,873 $739,318 

UASI $5,086,911 $4,934,424 $2,890,910 $2,493,338 $2,791,860 

Byrne JAG** $281,711 $218,907 $165,959 $155,213 $157,468 

*Housing Assistance grants include:  Shelter Plus Care, Supportive Housing Program, Tenant Based Rental Assistance, Homeless 
Housing and Services Program, and Housing Choice Voucher Program.

**Tarrant County receives 16% of each year’s allocation, so the amounts shown are greater than what the City actually received. 

transportation 
arteries, critical 
infrastructure 
facilities and large 
number of potential 
human casualties. 
As home to several 
highly profiled 
targets including 
professional 
sports venues and 
entertainment 
parks, Arlington 
has an urgent need 
for continued assistance in funding to sustain existing 
investments in homeland security related programs and 
equipment.

The City opposes consolidating all Homeland Security 
grant programs into a single block grant to the states and 
supports preserving UASI as a single dedicated and distinct 

program targeted to high –threat metropolitan areas based 
on risk analysis.  The City also supports increased funding 
for UASI to sustain the high-level capabilities that have 
been built to protect the safety and security of our citizens. 
In addition, the City encourages Congressional action 
to ensure that the DFWA UA remains as a Tier I funding 
recipient within the UASI program.

Community Development & Housing
2014 marks the 40th Anniversary of the Community 
Development Block Grant program.  Over the past 40 
years, the City of Arlington has achieved measurable and 
sustainable improvements in some of its most vulnerable 
neighborhoods as a result of the investments made 
possible by CDBG  and HOME funds.  

Funding through these programs not only provides direct 
assistance in the form of jobs and capital improvements, 
but spurs additional investments from the private and 
public sectors, leveraging federal dollars to transform 
targeted neighborhoods physically and economically. 
From 2008 to 2014, Arlington has used approximately 
$30.8 million in federal funding to support 2,032 jobs 
and leverage over $70.8 million in private and public 
investments to meet a range of community needs. 

PEG
$739,318

Byrne JAG
$157,468

VISTA
$25,550

Housing Assistance
$28,316,736

UASI
$2,791,860

CDBG
$2,966,899

HOME
$931,285

Homeless
Assistance
$240,416

Core Local Government Grants
FY 2014 Allocations
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Before

After

Housing RehabilitationThe City also uses:

- HOME 
Investment 
Partnerships 
Program funds 
to help income-
eligible families 
realize their 
dreams of 
owning a home; 
help elderly 
and disabled 
low- to moderate-income homeowners make needed improvements and 
emergency repairs; and provide temporary rental assistance for homeless 
and other very low-income families.  Arlington also uses HOME to construct 
new single-family, energy efficient housing and increase homeownership 
opportunities for first-time homebuyers. 

- Emergency Solutions Grant to provide homeless individuals and victims of 
domestic violence a temporary place to live and rapid rehousing assistance 
to help families find more permanent housing solutions. 

- Housing Choice Voucher (‘Section 8’) program for the elderly, disabled and 
low-income working families in Arlington to reside in safe, decent housing 
they can afford.  

Arlington supports increased CDBG, HOME, and ESG funding to continue 
improving housing, job opportunities, and infrastructure in low income 
neighborhoods. The City also supports legislative reform that would reduce 
the burdensome and costly administrative regulatory requirements in the 
Housing Choice Voucher program.

Community Literacy Services
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers In  Service To America) is a nationwide program 
with members who commit full-time for a year at nonprofit organizations 
or local government agencies to help them build capacity. VISTAs help with 
managing projects that improve literacy, expand job opportunities, develop 
financial assets, reduce homelessness, and improve health services as well as 
other identified community needs. 

Since 2008, Arlington has benefitted from 39 AmeriCorps VISTA members 
dedicated to improving youth and adult literacy. Each year, the number of 
people who they have helped to serve has exponentially grown – from 765 
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the first year to about 2,800 in FY13. In addition, since 
that time, VISTAs have contributed approximately 56,000 
hours to Arlington’s literacy efforts and outreach. The City 
supports continued funding for VISTAs. 

 PEG Funding
The 1984 Cable Act established that channel capacity 
in the cable system could be set aside for use for public, 
educational and governmental access channels (PEG).  The 
Cable Act also allows for a reasonable amount of funding 
from cable customers known as PEG Fees to support the 
PEG access channels.  However, expenditure of these PEG 
fees is currently limited by federal law to “capital cost” items 
related to the PEG access channels such as facilities and 
equipment.  The City supports the Community Access 
Preservation Act (CAP Act) which would remove the 
distinction between “capital” and “operating” expenses and 
allow cities to use PEG fees for any legitimate expense 
associated with operating their PEG channels. 

Fire/Public Safety
The City strongly supports restoration and continuance of 
funding programs that have supported local police and fire 
departments and the community we serve. Arlington seeks 
innovative funding programs through a variety of grants 
that support equipment needs and personnel. Some of 
these funding programs include:
n Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) which 

provides funding to help hire, rehire, or retain career law 
enforcement officers. The COPS Office has advanced the 
practice of community policing, improved the security 
of schools, enhanced police- community relations, and 
strengthened crime prevention. 

n Byrne Justice Assistance Grants, a flexible grant program 
that supports essential services, strengthens criminal 
justice practices nationwide, and is the backbone of 
many crime prevention programs designed to meet 
unique local and regional needs.

n Firefighter Assistance Grants and SAFER Firefighter Hiring 
Grants help the City hire and equip firefighters.

Telecommunications 

Section 253 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, a 
provision championed by Texas cities and its congressional 
delegation, specifically preserves the authority of state and 
local governments to manage public rights-of-way and to 
collect compensation for their use by telecommunications 
providers. Since then, the telecommunications industry has 
sought preemption of local control over public rights-of-
way and the preemption of local fees collected from the 
industry for the use and management of public rights-of-
way. The industry also has sought legislation or regulation 
that would preempt local zoning authority over the 
location of telecommunications antennae and towers. A 

2010 FCC decision partially preempts local zoning authority 
over towers.

In general, the City of Arlington opposes any legislation 
or regulatory effort that would erode City authority to 
manage public rights-of-way and collect reasonable 
compensation for their use.  The City also opposes any 
federal preemption of City zoning authority with regards 
to telecommunications facilities and urges continued 
compliance with local zoning and safety regulations for 
the placement of telecommunications facilities within 
municipal boundaries.



n Local Authority: The City supports preserving local authority in determining 
the most effective and efficient use of local communications services; 
it is uniquely positioned to determine how to better protect its citizens 
with regard to maintenance of infrastructure, public safety, consumer 
protections, and management of rights-of-way. 

n Rights-of-Way: The City opposes federal intervention in its ability to manage 
and control the public rights-of-way and to collect compensation for their 
use and management in an equitable and nondiscriminatory manner. The 
public entrusts local governments to ensure that use of scarce public rights-
of-way by communications providers does not interfere with public safety, 
unnecessarily disrupt commerce, impede general transportation uses, or 
otherwise impose costs on the local government or its taxpayers.

n Fees and Revenues: In 2005, Texas passed state-wide video franchising 
legislation which had been negotiated by Texas cities and the industry.  
This negotiated legislation, Chapter 66 of the Texas Utilities Code, provides 
safeguards to ensure that municipal franchise fees, PEG fees, rights-
of-way authority and other local government interests are protected.  
The City of Arlington urges that any proposed federal legislation not 
undermine the protections provided Texas cities by Chapter 66. The City 
opposes any federal preemption of its ability to collect revenue from 
telecommunications and cable providers doing business in the City, 
particularly when that revenue is collected as reasonable compensation 
for the private, profit-making use of public rights-of-way owned and 
maintained by the City. Public rights-of-way represent property of 
tremendous economic value and paid for by local taxpayers, and the 
public has a right to expect that appropriate value is received for the use 
of its property held and managed by the government as a public trust. 
Federal preemption of Texas access line fees would translate to a loss of 
over $8M in revenue for Arlington and would set the precedent of allowing 
the private use of public property at no charge, which is illegal under the 
Texas Constitution. In addition, the City opposes making the moratorium 
on Internet taxes permanent.  Doing so would rob the City of close to $1 
million in revenue annually. 
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