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iends of 
ad Königshofen!  Following are a few of this 

 
G
From Klaus and Shelia 
 
Dear BK Friends – 
Where has this year gone?  It must be true:  
Time does fly when you’re having fun!  This 
year has been fun-filled, challenging and full of 
new opportunities for growth for the Fr
B
year’s highlights for our organization:   
 
Our most significant event of this year was, of 
course, the October visit by eight Bad 
Königshofen citizens on the occasion of our 
58-year Arlington/Bad Königshofen Sister 
Cities partnership being honored by the Texas 
German Day Council.  We were pleased to 
have Arlington Mayor Robert Cluck and Bad 
Königshofen Bürgermeister Thomas Helbling, 
on behalf of our two cities, accept this honor 
from Gary Nelson, Chairman of the Texas 
German Day Council, in the presence of 
almost 400 attendees at the German Pioneer 
Ball in Irving.  It would be impossible to 
personally thank all those who contributed to 
making this event a success.  Many members 
of our BK Friends organization showed their 
southern hospitality by hosting our BK guests 
in their homes, touring with our guests around 
Texas, opening their classrooms (UTA, AISD 
and Northstar School) for on-site visits, and 
inviting guests to share local events, cuisine 
and tours.  Please visit our web site 
www.arlingtontx.gov/sistercity/index.html to 
read the history of our partnership, find our 
organization’s membership form and view 

photos of the Pioneer Ball and other wonderful 
memories from the recent visit.     
 
 

 

who is also the 
usband of our newsletter editor Lynda 

 
Bürgermeister Thomas Helbling and Mayor Robert Cluck at the 
German Pioneer Ball.  Photo by Jim Stiebing. 
 
At our August BK Friends general meeting, our 
membership approved the filing of a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit Certificate of Formation for our 
organization.  We again owe our thanks to 
attorney Fred Weekley (
h
Freeman) for his pro bono work on our behalf.  
Fred filed the Certificate with the State in 
October and has just heard that the filing has 
been completed in Austin.   
 
A strategic planning meeting has been 
scheduled for January 11 for our BK Executive 
Board members to set our goals and get our 

ig rocks” in place for 2010, as well as identify 
the critical issues we need to commit our 
“b

http://www.arlingtontx.gov/sistercity/index.html


resources to in this next year so we will be 
ready for our 60th Anniversary celebration of 
our Sister Cities partnership in 2011. 
 
One of the major initiatives we want to 
undertake in 2010 is applying for a grant from 
the Arlington Tomorrow Foundation.  Our 
desire is to use any awarded funds to further 
our BK partnership and establish an archive for 
ur BK historical records and mementos so 

e Open House in their home.  An e-mail will 

o the lucky host is!  STAY 
UNED & SAVE THE DATE:  DECEMBER 10.   

 

K DELEGATION ENJOYS 

 get over jet lag, six 
embers of the Bad Königshofen delegation 

After a quick stop at 
arton Springs in Zilker Park and a walk down 

o
those items can be accessed and enjoyed by 
the citizens of Arlington, BK guests and other 
visitors to our city.   
 
Our next general meeting will be on Thursday, 
December 10.  In lieu of our regular business 
meeting, a Christmas Come-and-Go Open 
House is planned from 5:30 till 8:30 p.m.  The 
location will be decided soon and depends on 
the completion of Co-Chair Shelia Gibson’s 
home remodel.  If necessary, Patty and Klaus 
Driessen have graciously consented to host 
th
be sent out to all BK Friends as soon as we are 
able to determine wh
T
 
Thank you all for the opportunity to serve as
your 2009 Co-Chairs! 
 
B
TEXAS EXCURSION 
By Klaus and Patty Driessen 
 
 
After a long flight from Frankfurt to DFW with 
only one night’s sleep to
m
piled into the rented van at 9 A.M. Tuesday 
morning along with Patty and Klaus and we 
were off to San Antonio. 
 
Our Texas excursion began with a short 
sightseeing trip in Fort Worth to see the 
Stockyards, the Fort Worth Convention Center, 
and Water Gardens. From there we drove 
straight through to Austin where Bürgermeister 
Thomas Helbling, his wife Sabine and 12-year- 
old daughter Annabell, Councilman Helmut 
Zehner, Franz Moelter and Christiane 
Bossinger toured the Texas Capitol. They 

walked up to the top of the Rotunda and back 
down taking in the former governors’ portraits 
hanging all along the walls. The group viewed 
both the Texas House and the Senate rooms. 
They also admired the statues of Steven F. 
Austin and Sam Houston by the famed 
German artist Elizabet Ney. Of course, no visit 
to Austin would be complete without a stop on 
Sixth Street where everyone enjoyed pecan pie 
at the Pecan Street Café. 
B
the trail that takes visitors below the Second 
Avenue Bridge to view the famed bat colony, it 
was on to New Braunfels. 
 
Arriving in New Braunfels about 8 P.M., we 
decided to check into the hotel so everyone 
could “freshen up” before going to dinner. 
However, by 8:30 when the group was ready to 
go eat we faced an unexpected dilemma. 
Being accustomed to living in the DFW 
Metroplex where finding a restaurant other 
than fast food is a relatively easy endeavor at 
that time of the evening, we were unprepared 
for the situation that confronted us. Apparently 
the townsfolk in New Braunfels, many of whom 
are of good German descent, do not go out to 
the better restaurants after 8:30 p.m. during the 
week. We drove to The Smoke House, Oma’s 
Place, and another restaurant suggested to us 
by a local, but found that they all closed at 
8:30. Just as we were about to think we would 
have to settle for McDonald’s or Burger King, 
we noticed a good ol’ Texas bar and grill in the 
downtown area. Since the Bürgermeister’s 
daughter was with us, we inquired whether we 
would be allowed to bring her into the bar.  
After getting approval for Annabell to come in 
with us as long as she did not sit at the bar, 
everyone had a great time chowing down on 
burgers, nachos, and fries, listening to good ol’ 
country music, and naturally, drinking Texas 
beer (Shiner Bock). Early Wednesday morning, 
we again drove through downtown New 
Braunfels in the daylight telling the group about 
the founding of the city by the Germans. We 
saw the grounds of New Braunfels’ well-known 
Oktoberfest celebration including the large 
beer hall in Landa Park. Stopping to walk and 
enjoy nature as Germans so often do, we fed 
the ducks and squirrels along the Comal River 
that meanders through the park. Continuing 



our drive out of the park, we came upon deer 
grazing in the yards of a small cul de sac 

eighborhood. First we saw only one or two 

erybody had 
lenty of time to look and/or shop. Then it was 

surely dinner of 

e “Mercedes Benz” of motorcycles. 
veryone had a grand time and seemed to 
njoy a rather quick and hectic trip. Klaus and 

GTON 

 is “The 
International Peace and Friendship Monument” 

n
deer, but soon there were so many we couldn’t 
count them all. What a gift Mother Nature gave 
us all early that Wednesday morning!  
 
 Next stop San Antonio. The Bürgermeister’s 
wife Sabine and daughter Annabell wanted to 
go shopping, but we first had a planned tour of 
the Institute of Texan Cultures narrated for us 
by Eric English’s aunt, who is a long-time 
member of the Institute and has lived in San 
Antonio for many, many years. She is of 
German ancestry so her knowledge of the 
German influence in Texas was quite 
extensive.  Even Klaus was amazed as to how 
much influence the Germans had on Texas 
history, culture, language and the frontier 
settlements. Next we headed to downtown San 
Antonio, driving by the front of the Alamo while 
explaining its place in Texas history. Shopping 
was mentioned again when we parked near the 
Riverwalk Mall, but first we had to see the old 
church surrounded by the shopping center. Our 
BK friends had a great time reading the 
German on the stained glass windows. Now it 
was time for lunch at Schilo’s Deli, a well-
known German delicatessen in the downtown 
area. Following lunch we took a walking tour of 
La Villita. Finally it was time for some shopping 
at the Embarcadero where ev
p
back to the hotel to rest before our “big night” 
out on the Riverwalk and the final night of our 
trip before returning to Arlington. 
 
How can you go to San Antonio and not dine 
on Mexican food along the Riverwalk? Later 
that evening we went back downtown to the 
Riverwalk Mall for real shopping. The Germans 
were totally amazed at the size of the shopping 
mall and the variety of stores all within the 
same area. Following shopping and a trip to 
the van in the mall parking garage to drop off 
purchases, we took an informative boat ride. 
Now it was time to enjoy that lei
typical Mexican food along the river, wonderful 
conversation and just watching the “other” 
tourists as they walked along the Riverwalk in 
the cool evening temperature.  

On the return trip, we stopped in Salado at the 
Old Stagecoach Inn for lunch. The menus are 
not printed but rather recited by the waitresses. 
None of the waitresses spoke German so they 
had to repeat the menu several times before 
everyone knew what they wanted to order. 
After a short shopping experience in the 
boutique shops, it was back on the road to 
Arlington. One more amusing story must be 
shared with everyone. We had taken note of 
Bürgermeister Helbling’s excitement as we 
passed two Harley Davidson stores along the 
highway as we were going down to San 
Antonio so we decided to surprise him with a 
quick stop at the Harley Davidson store in 
Waco on our return. You would have thought 
he was a boy at Christmas while he was at the 
store looking at all the motorcycles and 
accessories. The smile on his face as we shot 
a picture of him on his dream machine says it 
all. Even Helmut and Franz were enamored 
with th
E
e
Patty especially enjoyed getting to know these 
BK friends and look forward to seeing them 
again. 
 
 
5OTH ANNIVERSARY ART 
PROJECT IN ARLIN

Celia Munoz continues with the story of the 
50th Anniversary reciprocal art project, “The 
International Peace and Friendship Monument” 
located in Gene Allen Park.   

There’s nothing as rewarding as reciprocal 
gesture. The reciprocal project to “The Bridge” 
2001 monument in Germany

conceived and executed in 12 steamy July 
days in 2003 in Arlington, TX. The project site 
is adjacent to The Arlington Museum of Art, in 
the landscaped Gene Allen Park.  

Six artists joyfully reunited. Regrettably, Fritz 
Toennieshen from Germany and Patty 
Sutherland from the US were unable to 
participate. Arlington hosted Christine Wehe-
Bamberger, Eva Luna Warmuth, and Peter 



Picciani from Germany at the Sanford House 
Bed and Breakfast. Arlington artists Benito 
Huerta, Celia Munoz, and Nick Wood rejoined 
in the process. Concrete fabricator Doug 

arade 
and were guests of The Texas Rangers 

as facilitated by the 
studio of Rebecca Low, who generously 

ge. 
That evening the artists wrapped the column in 
preparation for the unveiling ceremony the 
following morning. Many champagne corks 
were popped that evening in joyful celebration 
for a rigorous and rewarding job well done. 

Wendell cast the setting for the piece with a 
curved concrete bench and deep column 
support base for a round stainless steel sheet 
column. Rachel Bounds was group organizer. 

Among the numerous supportive events, the 
Arlington Museum of Art presented a reception 
and exhibition “The Bridge” of the artists’ 
works, curated by Rachel Bounds. In addition, 
the museum space served as a studio for 
developing the project. An ideation session 
was also hosted by Bruce and Amy Tinch in 
their Lake Palestine studio. The artists 
participated in Arlington’s 4th of July p

 

Our October visitors and Friends at the International Peace 
and Friendship Monument in Gene Allen Park.  Photo by Bruce 
Maxwell. 
 
An announced public dedication took place at 
10 a.m. on July 12 on site with dignitary 
proclamations. A formal dinner was hosted by 
The Sanford House that evening, closing the 
ceremonies. 

stadium for a summer baseball game and 
fireworks. The artists attended several area 
cultural events around the Metroplex, and 
parties at the artists’ and friends’ homes. 

The concept sessions followed the successful 
process we employed in Germany. The result 
consensus for the monument was a stainless 
steel sheeting capped conical cylinder column 
with sandblasted words in English, German, 
and Spanish. The words, collectively, deliver 
an historical message of the friendship, which 
has been so enjoyed by both Sister Cities. The 
words are arranged in rings around the column 
from top to bottom. Assisting with digital 
processes was architect Ken Loose, plotting 
the words to fit the conical shape. The words 
were digitally cut on template paper and then 
adhered to the prepared hand-brushed steel 
column. Metal fabrication w

The beauty of the column is its simplicity and 
minimal form laden with the concept of the long 
and warm partnership shared by Sister Cities. 
 
 
A RECENT VISIT 
by Shirley Volluz 
 
My guests Klaus and Christine Wehe are 
seasoned travelers to the U.S. and Texas.  
They arrived in Arlington on Wednesday, Oct. 
7, and immediately set to work on Christine’s 
project of filming one minute each hour for 24 
hours in the center of the city.  During work 
hours, they parked their RV on Johnny High’s 
lot and would walk to the Peace Monument to 
film making a 360 degree turn.  At night they 
transferred their vehicle to the City Hall parking 
area.  Christine had done this in BK and at 
some point the films will be shown 
simultaneously at an exhibition. 

donated her space for the hand-finishing and 
letter template application by the artists 
working overnight to meet a 7:30 a.m. 
sandblasting in Arlington.  

Once finished, the piece was transported to its 
permanent site, followed by media covera

 
I truly can say that the Wehes enjoyed every 
minute of all the planned activities.  However, 
as you can imagine, our focus was on the art 
scene in the DFW area.  So we made a visit to 
the Art Gallery at UTA where we happened on 
to Benito Huerta and Nicholas Wood.  Klaus 
and Christine were really fascinated by David 



Keen’s glassblowing demo even though being 
quite familiar with that art form in Germany.  
We spent Saturday in Fort Worth visiting the 
Modern which Christine wanted Klaus in 
particular to see.  Then it was on to the Kimball 
where there was a special exhibit involving film 
much to Christine’s delight.  We ended the 
afternoon at the Cowgirl Hall of Fame.  After 
brunch on Sunday, we headed to Dallas with a 
first stop at the Latino Cultural Center.  We 
knew that it was not open, but we still managed 
to enjoy the building and could see a piece of 
Benito’s work through the window.  Our next 
stop was at the Nasher Sculpture Garden, 
which absolutely captivated both of them.  And 
much to our surprise, there was also a special 
exhibit featuring architectural models of new 
buildings from around the world including 
several from Germany.  Architecture is one of 
Christine’s special interests and she has taught 
in that area.  We ended our day in Dallas with 
a visit to the home of each of my sons. 
 
Our visit ended on Monday with two events.  
First was the problem of getting their RV out of 
my backyard where it had been parked since 
the previous Thursday.  But Klaus proved to be 
up to the task—they have traveled several 
times in the U.S. using an RV.  Then we met 
Celia, Benito and wife Janet and Nicholas for 
lunch and they began planning what the next 
artist project will be in honor of the 60th 
Anniversary of our relationship. Sadly by mid-
afternoon Klaus and Christine were off to 
return the RV and prepare for the trip home.  
But art is never far from their focus—they 
planned to view all the various pieces in 
Terminal D and especially look for Benito’s 
work on display there.  
  
 
GUEST COLUMN 
 
Third in an Occasional Series of Articles on German 
connections to Texas flora by Julia Burgen 
 
Helianthus maximiliani is a reliable, easy to 
grow yellow sunflower type that faithfully 
blooms every August to October in Texas.    
The plant is named after Prince Alexander 
Philip Maximilian of Wied-Neu Wied (1782 – 
1867), who first explored in Brazil and then 

came to North America in the mid-1830.  He 
was just one of many German 
scientists/naturalists who traveled to the New 
World, discovering for science, naming and 
cataloguing their findings.  Many of them went 
to both South and North America.   Ferdinand 
Lindheimer (see April 2009 B-K newsletter) 
spent time in Mexico before coming to Texas in 
1836. 

 
 
Maximilian Sunflower – photo by Barbara Adams 
 
This photo, taken by Barbara Adams, 6th grade 
teacher at AISD’s Hill Elementary was shot in 
fall, 2006.   The plant is a perennial and its 
blooms provide cheerful yellow color every fall 
in the school’s inner courtyard native plant 
garden.  Other local places to see the plant are 
in the Butterfly area at the Wildscape in 
Veterans Park and at the Fielder House 
Garden. 
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife’s October 2009 
magazine features the Maximilian in its “Flora 
Fact” article.  As with most sunflowers, its three 
inch wide face bends toward the sun as it arcs 
through the sky each day.   The plant is native 
to Texas and throughout the prairie areas of 
the central plains states.     One can check with 
native plant nurseries or order seeds from 
either Native American Seed in Junction, 
Texas or Wildseed Farms in Fredericksburg.   
The Max sunflower will make a solid medium to 
tall border along fences, walls or boundaries 
and needs full or almost full sun.   Its height 
can be 3 to 8 ft., but can be kept closer to 3 ft. 
by pruning back new growth in early summer. 
 
Prince Maximilian’s most famous trip in North 
American occurred in 1832 to ‘34 in the 
company of Karl Bodmer, Swiss artist and 
David Dreidoppel, a German hunter and 



taxidermist.  They went up the Missouri River, 
studying the cultures of Indian tribes, especially 
the Mandan and Hidatsa, as well as flora and 
fauna along the way.   Bodmer produced 
stunning portraits of Native Americans.   
Maximilian chronicled the entire expedition in 
his voluminous diaries.   Species first 
described by him include two frogs, a turtle and 
the margay, which is named Leopardus wiedii.   
The frogs are commonly called western chorus 
and spring peeper.   The turtle is our ever-
present Red-ear slider or Trachemys scripta 
elegans (Wied). 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Thursday, December 10, Come & Go - BK 
Friends Christmas Open House - 5:30 - 8:30 
pm.  Location to be determined. 
 
Holiday Light Parade in Downtown Arlington – 
December 12.  Starts at Main and Center 
Streets at 6 pm. 
 
 
NEWS 
 
December is the time to renew your 
membership in Friends of BK for the year 
2010.  Membership Form is on the website. 
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